1 Table of contents
1

Table of contents ........................................................................................................................1

2

Programme .................................................................................................................................2
2.1

Day 1 Wednesday, 12 October ...........................................................................................2

2.2

Day 2 Thursday, 13 October ................................................................................................4

2.3

Day 3 Friday, 14 October.....................................................................................................6

3

Introduction ................................................................................................................................8

4

Abstracts .....................................................................................................................................9
4.1

Day 1 Wednesday, 12 October ...........................................................................................9

4.1.1

Setting the scene: Introduction and goals of the conference: .......................................9

4.1.2
Passion for Nature - Integrating biodiversity in local and regional development and
gaining interest of multiple stakeholders.....................................................................................9
4.1.3

Energetic Landscape: Revalorising woody biomass from historical landscape elements
10

4.1.4

Natuurmonumenten, a national strategy for local connection.................................... 10

4.1.5

Synergies between science and practice from an academic point of view .................. 10

4.1.6
Center Parcs, touristic valorisation of Natura2000-sites, The Bosland and
LIFE+Together cases .................................................................................................................. 11
4.1.7

Bankside Urban Forest (Business Improvement District) ............................................ 11

4.1.8

Natura 2000 and forest management ........................................................................ 11

4.2

Day 2 - Thursday 13 October 2016 ..................................................................................... 13

4.2.1

Working together on local and regional partnerships for people and biodiversity: ..... 13

4.2.2

LIFE and Land Stewardsip – lessons learned ............................................................... 13

4.2.3
Sibelco: mining activities, biodiversity and local society – the local Bosland and LIFE+
Together case within an European perspective: ........................................................................ 14
4.2.4

Parc regional Luberon in France, an example of multiplying and integration .............. 14

4.2.5

10 years of Bosland - A brief history and manifesto .................................................... 14

4.3

Day 3 - Friday, 14 October - Passion for Nature - Moving Forward .................................... 15

4.3.1

Integrated Governance - Mainstreaming opportunities for nature & society .............. 15

4.3.2

Ways to mobilize enterprises for nature .................................................................... 16

4.3.3

The relation between nature and young people ......................................................... 16

2 Programme
2.1 Day 1

Wednesday, 12 October

11.30 - 15.00

Welcome and opening presentations - Chair: Dries Gorissen – Deputy Director
Regional Projects at Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium

11.30 - 13.30

Registration and welcome (Flemish lunch available until 13.00)

13.30 - 13.45 Setting the scene: Introduction and goals of the conference: Dries Gorissen – Deputy
Director Regional Projects at Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium
13.45 - 14.00

Opening remarks by Bosland Mayors

14.00 - 14.30

Keynote: Passion for Nature – Integrating biodiversity in local and regional
development and gaining interest of multiple stakeholders: Savita Custead – Chief
Executive, Bristol Natural History Consortium, United Kingdom

14.30 - 15.00

Break

15.00 - 18.00

Inspiration by Example – opportunities for Nature & Society - Chair: Dries Gorissen
– Deputy Director Regional Projects at Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium

15.00 - 15.20

Energetic Landscape: Revalorising woody biomass from historical landscape
elements: Bart Paesen, project manager, Regionaal Landschap Lage Kempen,
Belgium

15.20 - 15.40

Natuurmonumenten, a national strategy for local connection: Bjorn van den Boom –
Head of Public Affairs, Natuurmonumenten, the Netherlands

15.40 - 16.00

Synergies between science, policy, practice and local society from an academic point
of view: Kris Verheyen – Professor, Faculty of Bioscience Engineering, Ghent
University, Belgium

16.00 - 16.20

Questions and comments from participants

16.20 - 16.50

Break

16.50 - 17.10

Center Parcs, touristic valorisation of Natura 2000 sites, The Bosland and LIFE+
Together case: Jean Henkens – Biologist/Landscape architect, Center Parcs, Belgium

17.10 - 17.30

Bankside Urban Forest (Business Improvement District): Valerie Beirne – Bankside
Urban Forest Manager, Better Bankside, United Kingdom

17.30 - 17.50

Natura 2000 and forest management: Tommaso Sitzia – Professor of forest
management, University of Padova, Italy
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17.50 - 18.10

Questions and comments from participants

18.10 - 19.15

Break until evening session

19.15 - 21.30

Evening Session – “Passion for Nature” Knowledge Market - Chair: Ben Delbaere –
Head of Programme Operations, ECNC, the Netherlands

The Knowledge Market is the prime location for the participants to share their projects, experiences
and ideas through the use of posters, banners and videos with colleagues from across Europe. The
results of the Bosland and LIFE+ Together project will also be presented here. While enjoying a
standing buffet, you are invited to network, share thoughts and passions, and perhaps even forge
agreements for shared future projects.
19.15 - 19.30

Opening of the “Passion for Nature” Knowledge Market

19.30 - 21.30

Networking dinner and the opportunity to share inspiration and projects.
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2.2

Day 2

08.30 - 14.30

Thursday, 13 October
Passion in Practice – Bosland excursion: A journey of passion of people for nature
and their landscapes Chair: Dries Gorissen – Deputy Director Regional Projects at
Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium

Examples of projects and results in practice. (Extended tour of the LIFE project site, Interreg project,
defragmentation policy and actions, and tourism valorisation). Buffet lunch served during the
excursion.
14.30 - 16.30

Afternoon Session – Multilevel governance for people & biodiversity – Chair: Rob
Wolters – Executive Director ECNC-European Centre for Nature Conservation and
Chief Executive ECNC Land & Sea Group, the Netherlands

14.30 - 15.00

Keynote: Working together on local and regional partnerships for people and
biodiversity: Hilde Eggermont – Regional Councillor IUCN & Coordinator Belgian
Biodiversity Platform, Belgium

15.00 - 15.20

LIFE and Land stewardship - Lessons learned: Marc Vilahur Chiaraviglio – President,
Xarxa de Custòdia del Territori, Spain

15.20 - 15.40

Sibelco: Mining activities, biodiversity and local society – The local Bosland and LIFE+
Together case within a European perspective: Mark Stulens – Executive Vice
President Health & Safety, Quality and Sustainability, Sibelco, Belgium

15.40 - 16.00

Parc régional Luberon in France, an example of multiplying and integration: Sophie
Bourlon – Natura 2000 project manager, France

16.00 - 16.15

Questions and comments from participants

16.15 - 16.45

Break

16.45 - 21.00

Evening Session – High-level celebration of People and Nature

16.45 - 17.10

10 years of Bosland – A brief history: Dries Gorissen – Deputy Director Regional
Projects, Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium

17.10 - 17.25

Joining forces between people and nature – the role of the municipal level: Peter
Vanvelthoven – Mayor of Lommel

17.25 - 17.40

People’s passion for nature: Pieter Ceunen - Junior Mayor of Lommel, Ans Spollen Junior Mayor of Overpelt, Jef Dieltiëns - Junior Mayor of Hechtel-Eksel

17.40 - 17.55

Provincial view on people & nature, and 10 years of Bosland: Herman Reynders –
Governor of the Province of Limburg & Ludwig Vandenhove – Provincial Deputy of
Environment
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17.55 - 18.10

What can we learn from Bosland on the Flemish level: Joke Schauvliege – Flemish
Minister of Environment, Nature and Agriculture

18.10 - 18.25

People & nature, and 10 years of Bosland – inspiration for Europe: Humberto
Delgado Rosa – Director Natural Capital, Directorate-General for Environment,
European Commission

18.25 - 18.40

Presenting the Bosland Manifesto

18.40 - 21.00

Celebrating 10 years of Bosland, reception and standing buffet
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2.3 Day 3

Friday, 14 October

09.00 - 13.10

Passion for Nature – moving forward Chair: Bert de Somviele – Director BOS+, Vicechair: Savita Custead – Chief Executive, Bristol Natural History Consortium, United
Kingdom

09.00 - 09.15

Opening remarks by Bosland Mayors

09.15 - 09.30

Kick-off presentation: Lessons learned, points of attention and the way forward

09.30 - 11.20

Parallel Sessions: Priorities for integrating biodiversity into regional and local
development and local societies

The parallel sessions are the prime moment during the conference for in-depth discussions of a
variety of topics. Each session will start with two inspiring pitches, after which the participants are
encouraged to discuss issues that they face in their projects and ideas they have that might in turn
inspire others. Each session focuses on a different topic, but the relation with nature is an important
feature of them all. The topics are as follows:


Integrated Governance – Mainstreaming opportunities for nature & society

The quality of nature is strongly influenced by policy sectors and activities of governments on various
geographical levels. Those levels interrelate, or should interrelate, communicate, and provide
synergies between actions, in order to offer the most effective and efficient output for nature and
people. This session will focus on how to mainstream nature with other policy fields. In addition it will
discuss ways to work on a governance structure in which the importance of nature is integrated into
other policy sectors.
Facilitator: Mr Bart Tessens, Project leader LIFE+ Together
Pitch: Mr. Rik De Vreese, Project coordinator BOS+
Pitch: Joke Quintens (Dwarsdenkers – the co-creation company)
Rapporteur: Rik De Vreese (BOS+)


Ways to mobilise enterprises for nature

Nature and economic development are increasingly intertwined as enterprises seek ways to combine
their development with local nature. During this session we will be searching for ways in which local
enterprises can contribute to nature in a profitable way, without endangering its long-term ecological
value. We will also try to discover whether enterprises offer services and actions which cannot be
provided in other ways.
Facilitator: Mr. Bert De Somviele, Director BOS+,
Pitch: Mr. Steven Van Onckelen, LNE InterReg 2B Connect
Pitch: Mr. Bert De Somviele (BOS+)
Rapporteur: Els Van Mossevelde (BOS+)


The relation between nature and young people

-610 years of Bosland • Passion for Nature - Abstract Book • 12-14 October 2016

The positive relation between nature and well-being is becoming increasingly clear. Because of this, it
is important to stimulate the interaction of young people with nature from an early age. This leads to
a greater awareness of the value of nature, and to broader ideas of sustainability. This session aims
to discuss this relation, seek how it can be strengthened, and uncover how young people can
contribute to nature from an early age.
Facilitator: Mr Frank Gorrissen, ECNC
Pitch: Ms. Jelke Brandehof, Founder Teens for Trees
Pitch: Mr. Simone Iacopino, PhD student, Università degli studi di Padova
Rapporteur: Dries Van der Heyden (BOS+)
11.20 - 11.50

Break

11.50 - 12.45

Presentation of results of Network Sessions and forum discussion with participants



Forum members react to the results of the Network Sessions
Participants give their views

12.45 - 13.10

The way forward: Drawing conclusions and follow-up actions: Dries Gorissen Deputy Director Regional Projects at Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium

13.10 - 14.00

Flemish lunch (can also be provided as a take-away package) and departures
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3 Introduction
Linked with the European Commission’s Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process and the LIFE
Programme, this conference celebrates the tenth anniversary of the Bosland Partnership and the
scale of its achievements. Apart from the specific exchanges on inclusive territorial governance,
sustainable forest management and science-based adaptive strategies, the programme also
showcases an innovative business case development in a challenging socio-economic environment
and in relation to deriving multiple benefits from Natura 2000, and provides a platform for
networking.
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4 Abstracts
4.1 Day 1
4.1.1

Wednesday, 12 October

Setting the scene: Introduction and goals of the conference:

Dries GORISSEN – Deputy Director Regional Projects at the Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium,
Dries.Gorrissen@lne.vlaanderen.be, www.bosland.be
Abstract
Bosland is a partnership launched in 2006 between three municipalities, the regional Flemish Agency
for Nature and Forest, the Regional Landscape ngo “Lage Kempen” and the Provincial Tourism
Association. Therefore Bosland serves as an excellent example for integrated governance and
incorporating opportunities for both nature and society. People and passion are central to the
Bosland undertaking and likewise the common theme during the conference.
During the presentation, we will introduce the main objectives of the conference:
-

4.1.2

to discover Bosland
to share and build upon passion for nature
to explore new perspectives and possibilities
to serve as a networking platform, and
to bridge knowledge gaps.

Passion for Nature - Integrating biodiversity in local and regional
development and gaining interest of multiple stakeholders

Savita CUSTEAD - Chief Executive, Bristol Natural History Consortium, United Kingdom,
savita@bnhc.org.uk, www.bnhc.org.uk
Abstract
The Bristol Natural History Consortium (BNHC) attempts to ensure that nature matters in local
decision making creating a ‘magical mix’ of partners ranging from conservation experts to policy
makers, researchers and the media. The presentation will focus on communication challenges of
conveying environmental information and the values attached to nature. Nature and biodiversity
projects have the ability to bring all kind of stakeholders together, we will elaborate on what kind of
stakeholders, and how to include the unusual ones. We will discussi the role of working with the
media and how to work towards a call for action despite the abundance of information in
environmental communication.
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4.1.3

Energetic Landscape: Revalorising woody biomass from historical
landscape elements

Bart PAESEN - Regionaal Landschap Lage Kempen, Belgium, bart.paesen@rllk.be, www.rllk.be
Abstract
The system of hedgerows with coppice wood and pollard trees surrounding agricultural land can be
found all over Western Europe. For centuries these traditional landscapes were intensively
maintained for food, fuel and fiber, but now they are often neglected, with negative impacts on
historical heritage and biodiversity. Regionaal Landschap Lage Kempen will explain how by using
modern techniques (machinery, digital platforms etc.), working on a local scale and with successful
partnerships these hedgerows can be managed again to retain the multi-functionality of the system.
We will prove that extracting biomass for energy and fibres in a rotary system on a local scale is
economically feasible, and can provide local jobs.

4.1.4 Natuurmonumenten, a national strategy for local connection
Bjorn VAN DEN BOOM – Head of Public Affairs, Natuurmonumenten, the Netherlands,
B.vandenBoom@Natuurmonumenten.nl, www.natuurmonumenten.nl
Abstract
Decisions on nature and society are generally taken top-down by managers, organisations and
governments. Learning from negative experiences where members were upset with top-down
decisions, Natuurmonumenten decided to evolve into a citizen movement, building on grassroots
consultations with members and other citizens and co-creating strategies with members instead of
creating strategies for their members. For instance on the topic of the management of large mammal
populations it is very important that decisions could be made with citizen support since the topic had
caused a lot of difficulties in the past, leading to negative reactions of members and media, and
resulting in a decreased number of memberships.
The presentation will discuss how Natuurmonumenten is incorporating this transformation into a
citizen movement, building on the story of its history and its current state.

4.1.5 Synergies between science and practice from an academic point of
view
Kris VERHEYEN – Professor, Faculty of Bioscience Engineering, Ghent University, Belgium,
kris.verheyen@ugent.be, www.fornalub.ugent.be
Abstract
A survey among natural area managers in Flanders elucidated that the general attitude towards
research is very positive. Particularly research that helps underpinning/evaluating management
actions is welcomed but fundamental research is possible too as long as the impact on biodiversity or
day-to-day management is not too high. Two concerns of the managers came forward: 1) staff and
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budget for research goals are constrained in management organisations and 2) there is a lack of
(clear) communication by researchers, resulting in lack of data transfer, data loss and duplicate
efforts. Managers feel that research can complicate management (by the complex results that are
not always easy to mainstream within the daily management), but facilitates reaching a wider
audience and raises public support for nature.
The presentation will discuss three types of research in natural areas (consultancy on demand of the
managers, joint-venture research, and academic (fundamental or applied) research funded by
research funding organisations) and how these relate to the knowledge needs of practitioners.

4.1.6 Center Parcs, touristic valorisation of Natura2000-sites, The Bosland
and LIFE+Together cases
Jean HENKENS – Biologist/Landscape Architect, Center Parcs, Belgium, www.centerparcs.com
Abstract
This presentation will present the story of CenterParcs De Vossemeren and how it relates to Bosland
and the Natura2000 sites around CenterParcs. We will discuss how CenterParcs De Vossemeren is
stimulating its visitors to go out of the park and discover the nature around the park, e.g. by installing
the Natura Cabana in the Market Dome.

4.1.7

Bankside Urban Forest (Business Improvement District)

Valerie BEIRNE – Bankside Urban Forest Manager, Better Bankside, United Kingdom,
vb@betterbankside.co.uk, www.betterbankside.co.uk
Abstract
Bankside is a dense urban district in London which undergoes rapid development and population
growth. Though the area has a local network of urban green, it is lacking large green spaces.
Therefore Better Bankside launched the Bankside Urban Forest (BUF) initiative to connect the green
spaces and improve the streets that interconnect the green areas in order to upgrade the entire area
to something greater than the individual parts. At the same time the project envisions to create a
better living and working environment.
The presentation will discuss the role of the BID in greening the district, and how the Bankside Urban
Forest taps into residents’, businesses’ and employees’ passion to create a greener district together.

4.1.8 Natura 2000 and forest management
Tomasso SITZIA - Professor of forest management, Univ. of Padova, Italy, tommaso.sitzia@unipd.it
Abstract
The presentation will deal with the key concerns and approaches to make forest management work
in a Natura 2000 context in the Italian Alps. To communicate the content of forest management and
nature conservation with stakeholders and a wider audience, specific efforts are needed. We will
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show how an articled structure of conservation measures could facilitate participation and the
translation of forest inventory data into clear projections. We will elaborate on a concrete example
of practicing forest management in Natura 2000 conservation areas.
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4.2 Day 2 - Thursday 13 October 2016
4.2.1

Working together on local and regional partnerships for people and
biodiversity:

Hilde EGGERMONT – Regional Councillor IUC & Coordinator Belgian Biodiversity Platform, Belgium,
h.eggermont@biodiversity.be, www.iucn.org
Abstract
This presentation will outline the main activities of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) and will elaborate on the importance of working together with local and regional
partners through nature-based solutions (NBS).
IUCN strives to enable human progress, economic development and nature conservation to take
place together. In this context certain socio-economic and environmental challenges can be
addressed by NBS. We will show how for a successful implementation of NBS, fostering integrated,
cross-sectoral approaches with a shared understanding should be taken into account, while at the
same time recognizing that NBS are determined by a site-specific natural and cultural context. We
will show that regional and local authorities are key to the implementation of the international and
European nature conservation policies. Maintaining viable and credible, large-scale restoration as a
NBS, requires multidisciplinary partnerships, with a focus on the engagement of the private sector.
All relevant actors can be mobilized through demonstrations of how NBS provide benefits for the
environment (especially biodiversity), economy and society.

4.2.2 LIFE and Land Stewardsip – lessons learned
Marc Vilahur CHIARAVIGLIO – President, Xarxa
marcv@fundacioemys.com, www.landstewardship.eu

de

Custodia

del

Territori,

Spain,

Abstract
Land stewardship is a strategy that involves landowners and land users in the conservation of nature
and landscape, with the support and inputs from a wide range of civil society groups. Through land
stewardship different people from different backgrounds work jointly towards the common goal of
taking care of the land. In this presentation, and based on the results of the Land LIFE+ project, we
will explain the evolutions and opportunities on this subject. Land Life, running from 2011 to 2014,
aimed to boost land stewardship as a conservation tool in the Western Mediterranean Arc and the
whole of Europe. This was done by communicating the value of land stewardship as an effective and
successful tool for nature and biodiversity conservation and by providing a training scheme. The
communication actions led to an European website portal, a manual, regional workshops, an
European Congress, an European Week on Land Stewardship and different multimedia materials
whereas the training actions provided a help desk and online course. A high participation of citizens
was achieved (e.g. through photo contest and excursions) and the online and physical knowledge
exchange spaces led to the final “Barcelona Declaration” and the initiative to create the European
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Network on Land Stewardship. Land stewardship is a tool for social involvement and social
entrepreneurship, strengthening regional efforts and the rural economy.

4.2.3 Sibelco: mining activities, biodiversity and local society – the local
Bosland and LIFE+ Together case within an European perspective:
Mark STULENS – Executive Vice President Health & Safety, Quality and Sustainability, Belgium,
www.sibelco.be
Abstract
Sibelco aims for a strong partnership between mining and biodiversity. As long as sustainability
objectives do not negatively influence the core business activities, Sibelco is dedicated to help
increase local biodiversity, within their “whole of life” approach (looking for opportunities for
biodiversity and the environment before, during & after mining). Sibelco has to take both European
as national policies concerning sustainability into account. This resulted in our own biodiversity
strategy called ‘’Valuing our Natural Capital’’. Sibelco is a partner in Bosland and the 2B Connect
Interreg-project. This entails the ecological and social arrangement of three quarries leading to a
permanent Nature Corridor, as well as recreational connections.
The presentation will elaborate on how Sibelco sees nature and biodiversity as an opportunity for its
business development, and how Sibelco is working towards people, passion and profit.

4.2.4 Parc regional Luberon in France, an example of multiplying and
integration
Sophie BOURLON - Natura 2000 project manager at the Luberon Regional Park, France
Abstract
Regional parks are designated for the protection of rural areas with high cultural and natural value.
This is done through the implementation of environmentally-friendly land-use planning and
intertwining and fostering economic, social and cultural development. This presentation is about
how Luberon regional park is integrating these different interests and visions, e.g. through a forest
charter for Luberon. This charter entails concrete objectives and actions concerning the management
of natural resources of the private and public forests within Luberon. The presentation will explain
how we in Luberon are looking for win-win situations between the different stakeholders, in an open
dialogue. We also invest in raising awareness through workshops, excursions and social events that
take place in the park. Finally, we will show how the Luberon park successfully integrates Natura
2000 sites into structural planning.

4.2.5 10 years of Bosland - A brief history and manifesto
Dries GORISSEN - Deputy Director Regional Projects at Agency for Nature and Forests, Belgium,
Dries.Gorrissen@lne.vlaanderen.be, www.bosland.be
Abstract
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The idea of Bosland originated by people sharing experiences and thoughts about nature and rare
species. This lead to the joint conviction to conserve the natural and cultural heritage in the area and
the willingness to share this with society. An extensive participatory envisioning process was held to
better understand the needs and opinions of the local community by means of enquiries and
feedback sessions. This gave rise to a growing responsibility to conserve the biodiversity at hand
leading to a joint public patrimony. Hence the involvement of the local community is considered as
key to the success of Bosland. As a result the municipalities of Hechtel-Eksel, Lommel and Overpelt
form the centre of Bosland together with the Agency for Nature and Forests, Toerisme Limburg and
Regionaal Landschap Lage Kempen.
The presentation will explain the story of Bosland: the history, the present and the future. We will
elaborate on the governance model of the project, the important role of children in Bosland, publicprivate partnerships, the role of the tourism industry, and the development of Bosland as a brand.

4.3 Day 3 - Friday, 14 October - Passion for Nature - Moving
Forward
4.3.1

Integrated Governance - Mainstreaming opportunities for nature &
society

Integrated Governance – the case of Parkbos Gent
Rik DE VREESE - Project coordinator BOS+, rik.devreese@bosplus.be, www.bosplus.be
Abstract
Parkbos Gent is a peri-urban afforestation project that aims to deliver 250 ha of new afforestation in
the urban fringe of Ghent (250.000 inhabitants, 50 km west of Brussels). We will discuss the state of
the project (from 1996 up to now, and the future planning), but mainly how different stakeholders,
organisations and administrations have been involved in the project conceptualisation and project
implementation. The stakes are high in the urban fringe, and conflicts have been intense. A LIFE
project (LIFE99 ENV/B/000650) was initiated to develop a governance structure, and raise the
support for the project with the public and the decision-makers. We will also discuss how to involve
the public and non-organised stakeholders.

Making city togheter
Joke QUINTENS – Dwarsdenkers
joke.quintens@icloud.com

–

the

co-creation

company,

www.dwarsdenkers.be,

Abstract
The presentation will introduce a transition-based approach to governance and we will explain how
the city of Genk implemented this approach for designing an urban park. Genk is a “super-diverse”
city (meaning many nationalities and origins) with overall low-educated citizens who have limited
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environmental awareness. Introducing the concept of nature-based solutions in urban planning was
not straightforward. We will share the story of a co-creative planning process for the
Schansbroekpark (in the Stiemerbeek valley, Genk; part of the ARTS project,
http://acceleratingtransitions.eu). The park was a messy landscape and the city decided to bring all
the partners together and give the power to the people to develop a plan for the park.

4.3.2 Ways to mobilize enterprises for nature
2B Connect
Steven VANONCKELEN - 2B Connect, Department for Environment, Nature and Energy, Flemish
Region, Belgium, steven.vanonckelen@lne.vlaanderen.be, www.2b-connect.eu
Abstract
We will introduce the 2B Connect (Interreg Vlaanderen-Nederland), which aims to green industrial
sites and increase the biodiversity around work places and likewise create a healthy and fun
environment. 2B Connect will train advisors that are able to assist companies in their trajectory to a
greener work environment. Companies will be stimulated to include nature where possible in their
structural and spatial planning. We will conclude by giving some examples of successfully
interweaving biodiversity objectives with the business goal.

Mobilising enterprises for nature – an ngo perspective
Bert DE SOMVIELE – Director BOS+, Belgium, bert.desomviele@bosplus.be, www.bosplus.be
Abstract
In this pitch we will share our experiences at BOS+ on mobilising enterprises for nature. We think it is
advisable to apply an economic framework, emphasise the health aspect and put people in front in
order to attract enterprises. The collaboration with enterprises may provide new insights and enable
a broader network and resources.

4.3.3 The relation between nature and young people
Engaging young people in a community forest project in Cameroon
Jelke BRANDEHOF – Founder Teens for Trees, the Netherlands, jelke89@hotmail.com,
https://www.facebook.com/Teens-for-trees-605637886130860/
Abstract
The pitch will discuss the work by Teens for Trees in collaboration with the local partner NGO
CENDEP. We work with children from local community to plant trees in the Mbiame forest and to
teach them about the importance of sustainability and the rain forest.
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Connecting young people with nature
Simone IACOPINO – Università degli studi di Padova, Italy, simone.iacopino91@gmail.com
Abstract
This pitch will deal with how to – literally – connect young people with nature. By using their senses
and working towards a real physical experience of the forest, connectedness with forest and nature
will increase, the best way to achieve greater awareness.

Supported by:

Organised by:

Bosland is a statutory partnership between the municipalities of Hechtel-Eksel, Overpelt, and Lommel, the
Flemish Agency for Nature and Forest, Regionaal Landschap Lage Kempen and Limburg Tourism

Co-organised by:
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